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through just one notable measure—but that one was sensational
indeed. Having obtained office by defeating the very moderate
Reform Bill of the Liberals, it passed a far more sweeping one
itself!
The explanation of this strange episode is really quite simple.
Disraeli had never liked the middle-class rule which had been
imposed upon the country by the Act of 1832. In his younger
days he had started a movement which he called " Young
England," to make the old aristocracy the leaders of the nation,
ruling in the interests of the working-class and supported by
them. He was therefore not opposed in principle to parlia-
mentary reform which would swamp the power of the middle
class by giving votes to the " lower orders." He had hitherto
opposed it mainly because it had been advocated by the Whig-
Liberals ; but he now saw an opportunity of putting it through
himself, and so (as he hoped) gaining the support of the new
voters for his schemes of " Tory Democracy." Until the last
year or so the working-classes had shown little interest in the
subject; but it seemed as if the rejection of Russell's Bill in
1866 had stirred up an urgent demand for it. Great mass meet-
ings, especially in the north and midlands, were stirred to
enthusiasm by the oratory of Bright and Gladstone, and a tidal
wave of enthusiasm was forming like that which had carried
through the Bill of 1832. Disraeli did not see why his opponents
should have a monopoly of reform, and determined to gain the
credit of passing it for his own party.
His chief difficulty was with his colleagues. Lord Derby and
his friends were not so nimble-minded as Disraeli. They had
always opposed reform, and could not quite follow his sudden
change in tactics. He therefore had to content himself with a
very modest proposal, which would not have enfranchised more
than 300,000 new voters. But the Liberals now saw a new
means of getting their way. Led by Gladstone, they brought
forward a series of resolutions which quite altered the character
of the Bill—ending with one which gave the vote to practically
all householders in boroughs and enfranchised twice as many

